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Barry Rigal is a player, author, commentator and syndicated columnist. Born in London in 1958,
he has been a professional bridge player since moving to New York in 1994. Rigal has written
many books as well as magazine and newspaper columns and has contributed to the world
championship books for two decades. He has also served as the Chief Vugraph commentator for
the World Bridge Federation for 10 years.

He has won two North American championships as well as EC Mixed Teams and multiple UK
titles. As a professional player claims to be the only pro ever to have been shut out by his

client from declaring a single board in a session — not for want of trying! At college reached

the quarterfinal round of the University Challenge for Queen’s Oxford - where he suffered the
indignity of losing to Queen’s Cambridge — and a team headed by the comedian Stephen Fry. He
also claims that his tutors awarded him the title of “The laziest man in Oxford.”

Board 1 A8763 After South opens 14 and West doubles, most Norths will bid
North Deals v954 1#, though a INT response is also possible. If North introduces
None Vul s K3 his major, South should raise - in the process running into both
«KQJ4 the worst trump holding opposite, and a bad trump break. A 4-3
aKQ52 A 109 (Moysian) trump fit isn’t always bad, though: INT is held to +90
vKJ102 N vQ63 after a heart lead, if East shifts to spades early. But 24 by North,
v J7 W E + Q654 even on a trump lead, can be brought home (at least at double-
*A53 S %10762 dummy). North wins the & A, plays a club to hand, then a second
AAJ4 top club. Eventually, after ducking two hearts, they can squeeze
vA87 East.
¢+ A10982
%98
Board 2 a K10 At favorable vulnerability, some Easts will open, while a few will
East Deals vJ532 pass. If East acts, West may be tempted to invite game and end
N-S Vul 4752 up in 2NT, while others may settle for the “sure plus” in 2&. If East
%~ Q875 passes, South will bid 14, West is going to overcall 19, and now
95 AaQJ874 a hotly contested partscore auction could ensue. | can certainly
vA10864 N v K9 imagine a route to end up in all five possible strains. As to par, East
+ Q10 W E +J863 can make +110 comfortably enough in spades, with the fate of a
2 KJB2 S & A3 ninth trick resting in the defenders’ hands. N/S might do well to
AAB32 stay out of the bidding, if they can.
vQ7
+ AK94
%1094
Board 3 aA83 When West opens 1¥ and rebids 3% over the 14 response, East
South Deals v842 figures to repeat his spades, letting West either raise spades, or
E-W Vul s K75 cuebid 4 ¢ for spades. 44 on a club lead should see East win
*«KQJ5 and cash three hearts to pitch clubs. Now East plays trumps, and
aJ10 AKQ9762 since South can never get in to push a diamond through, declarer
vAKQO963 N v/ will emerge with 12 tricks. After a diamond lead to trick one, best
+ AQO9 W E + 1063 is to finesse the € Q. When the finesse loses and a club comes
%32 S «A107 back, East can revert to the original line, but for 11 tricks. An initial
a54 club lead holds West to his contract in 49,
v1075
¢ J842

%9864



Board 4 a6 West’s hand does not look anything like an opening bid or preempt
West Deals vA1075432 to me - others may disagree. After West passes, North might or
Both Vul ¢+ 872 might not preempt in hearts (again, some will pass, some will open
%52 2% or 3¥). If North does act, N/S will declare 4¥. The defenders
AJ842 AKQ975 must lead clubs early against 4% to establish their third defensive
vQ N v K6 trick, or declarer may be able to set up a long diamond to pitch
v J9 W L Q654 his club loser. E/W do have a relatively cheap save in 44 doubled,
+KQ9643 S %107 though, which could also persuade the opponents to miscalculate,
AA103 by bidding on to the five level.
vJ9s8
¢+ AK103
s»AJ8
Board 5 A AK7 Facing a strong notrump, South has no reason to invite game,
North Deals v9842 so should transfer to 2#, planning to pass unless partner shows
N-S Vul ¢+ AKQO9 signs of life. This route may tempt West to balance over 2& with
%95 a double, after which South can double East’s rescue (perhaps to
aJ4 A852 2NT, to suggest a two-suiter). The final contract rates to be 3¢
vAK106 N vJ3 doubled by West, unless North - quite sensibly - views his hand as
v J42 WS L8653 being far more suited for offense than defense, and retreats to 3#.
«A873 S « K642 That would be both reasonable and unlucky: 3& loses three hearts
A Q10963 and two clubs, while 3¢ doubled can be set 500.
vQ75
¢ 107
«*QJ10
Board 6 A Q10974 When East opens Té¢s, preparing to reverse into diamonds, they may
East Deals vA975 be surprised to hear South exploit the vulnerability to preempt
E-W Vul +J62 to 3¢k. While South can scramble six tricks in clubs, E/W do best
7 to bid to 4¥. This may be easier said than done in competition,
aKJ5 a32 though it ought to be manageable if South stays silent and allows
vKJ10842 N v63 E/W a clear shot. 3NT goes down after a spade lead, while 54 can
+ 8543 WE T E Q9 be defeated on a heart ruff. Even after a club lead, there are an
o — S *AKQ63 awful lot of handling charges in 5. Thus any West bringing home
AASB a game should be very happy with their matchpoint score.
v Q
¢+ 107
%J1098542
Board 7 A K9862 One test of when to open 2é is whether game will be good if
South Deals v62 partner passes on a hand with three-card support and a king. Since
Both Vul 042 you need a little more than the &K to make game today, I'd open
»10974 the South cards 19, though | understand the other position. A 2é
aJ103 AAQ74 call figures to get South to an odds-against 4¥. Even with the YK
v 4 N vKJ105 onside, the bad trump break means that nine tricks appear to be
+A7653 WE s L U109 the limit. If South opens 1%, a few Norths will respond, many will
% J862 S %53 pass. Going low lets East pass out 19 or balance to INT - which
a5 may prove surprisingly hard to defeat.
vAQ9873
+KQ8

&« AKQ



Board 8 AaAQ9752 After opening 14, North is worth a try for game facing a raise
West Deals vAG>5 (those aces are hugely powerful here). Whatever their methods,
None Vul s A South will certainly bid game now, and 4 & is the likely final
%1092 contract. Curiously, while 4NT is simple to make, 4 & on four
aJ10 A 63 rounds of clubs is a different kettle of fish. North must ruff the
vQ2 . v J109743 third club high, then play their remaining top trump honor. When
+ 19542 WEs L Q73 an honor drops from West, it is clearly mathematically right
*KQ87 S A3 (using Restricted Choice) to finesse against the missing honor,
A K84 and go down in flames. Blame Alan Truscott or Terence Reese,
vKS8 not me.
¢+ K1086
%~J654
Board 9 a8 The vulnerability will persuade many a North to open 2% (or even
North Deals vJ107432 3W¥) despite his side defense. If North does act, South will raise
E-W Vul ¢+ K932 to game, which is likely to end the bidding. With the rounded-suit
& K6 aces onside, North should roll home in 49. 44 can of course, be
a7543 a92 defeated on the heart ruff. But there is more to the story: E/W
v5 N vAQ have an unlikely save at unfavorable vulnerability. Seb l00ks to
+J1084 W L AQ75 need both minor suits to behave. More crucially, though N/S could
s AJ42 S %£Q10987 now easily misjudge the hand and bid on (imagine the heart and
AAKQJ106 club honors rearranged; now one or both games may make).
vK986
¢ 6
%53
Board 10 aQ7 East has the world’s most normal 4 & opener (doesn’t he?).
East Deals vAQJ95 Now if South can double to show cards they will surely do so
Both Vul ¢+ K732 - whether the emphasis is on takeout or penalty. If the double
%73 is optional, North may remove to 59, expecting it to make; if
A 82 A AK106543 the doubleis penalty-oriented, the doubleton spade argues
v10872 N v 4 for defending. N/S do not have to get round to leading trumps
+ 109865 MBS 2 L early today, because North can overruff dummy, but that will
& K2 S *Q654 not necessarily be obvious to South. Declarer looks likely to be
aJ9 held to eight tricks in 4 & doubled; this is the par spot, with 5%
v K63 no play on accurate defense.
¢+ AQ4
«AJ1098
Board 11 a— N/S rate to have an unopposed sequence here, though will South
South Deals vAK2 open the bidding nonvulnerable? Put me down firmly in the
None Vul s K1076432 passing camp. If South stays silent, N/S figure to play a diamond
&J109 partscore; if South opens, N/S can hardly avoid ending up in
aKJB2 AQ1085 3NT. North will surely drive to game, since (unless they have an
v 1095 N vQ8764 invitational 34 jump response available) anything else buta 2 ¢
+AJ5 W E N response would represent a huge distortion. While both 3NT and
Q75 S *KB?2 54 seem to hinge on bringing in diamonds for one loser - not easy
AAQ743 - 3NT by North may be allowed to make on an unlucky heart lead.
vJ3
+ Q8

«A843



Some Easts will feel duty-bound to preempt to 3¢ over North’s
14 opener. If they do so, then they may get in the way of their
opponents sufficiently to stop them from contemplating a red-
suit slam. N/S do not have the high cards for slam, | admit, but
they do have nice shape. Both 6% and 6 ¢ hinge on finding the
A Q onside, plus limiting the diamond losers to one. So slam is
rather worse than 50%; but it makes today. Another way for N/S
to get rich is to defend a club sacrifice: 7¢ goes for 1700 against
best defense.

Most Souths will get the chance to open in third seat, with the field
split between those selecting a 1¢ée bid as opposed to an off-shape
INT call. In either case, West is likely to preempt to 34. That may
end the auction if South has bid his suit, but if South has shown a
good hand, North might guess to drive his side either to 3NT or
49 . Neither option succeeds: 3NT takes six tricks - no more, no
less. Meanwhile 4% may get out for two down. Since 34 ought to
make nine tricks, any N/S who find a way to escape for minus 100
should score well here.

As a fan of opener supporting responder’s major with three trump
in an unbalanced hand, I'd plan as South to open 1¢ and raise
spades. Now, how good is North’s hand? Optimists may drive to
game, while inviting game would see North end up in 3&. A club
lead is best for the defense, but say North plays game after a heart
to West’s ace. If West shifts to clubs, the only (improbable) way
home from here on in is to win the &K and ruff a heart, then lead
toward the @ J! Thus coming to 10 tricks seems virtually impossible
without a little help from the defense.

Board 12 a AK10
West Deals vKJ62
N-S Vul ¢+ Q7543
&3
A Q83 N aA642
v943 W E v87
¢+ K6 S ¢ J8
% K10986 «QJ7542
aJ975
vAQ105
¢+ A1092
& A
Board 13 A Q62
North Deals vAQ1085
Both Vul ©432
%84
a K95 N aAAJT
v W E vJ7642
+KQ109765 s + 8
% Q6 «J1052
A 10843
v K3
¢ AJ
«AK973
Board 14 AaAJI53
East Deals vJ742
None Vul ¢ J4
& K8
a 10 N A K864
vAQ93 W E vK865
¢+ K85 S +763
%J10432 Q7
aQ72
v 10
+AQ1092
«A965
Board 15 AaKQ9
South Deals v742
N-S Vul + Q965
« K103
Aa8743 N ~—
vAQJ10 W E v K3
¢+ J2 s +K10743
% Q95 &«AB87642
AaAJ10652
v9865
¢+ A8

& J

It would be sensible for South to open 14 (not 2& with two aces)
and North has a maximum constructive raise to 2. East can
overcall 2NT to show the minors (some use 2NT for hearts and a
minor, in which case maybe East has to overbid to 4NT?). A few
Wests will end up in 5¢ on a spade lead. It seems logical to come
to the ¥Q to pass the ¢ J, covered all round. Declarer can then
ruff a diamond in hand, cross back to the YK, and trump another
diamond. They can next run the & Q, for 11 tricks. Will anyone do
this? Watch this space.



Board 16 A KQ54 When West opens T¢b, North should overcall INT, after which
West Deals vA3 N/S will certainly drive to 44, one way or another. Presumably, a
E-W Vul ¢+ AQJ10 transfer to spades will see North break the transfer to show fit, and
%£J93 let South bid game. Yes, we can all see that 12 tricks are cold - but
a6 a732 there are some perfect-fit hands where, unless you have peeked
vKQ106 . vJ98s52 at your partner’s hand, you won’t even envisage the possibility of
543 W E N slam till dummy comes down. After all, at his first turn the South
*AKQ108 S %7642 hand cannot initially underwrite that any game will make! +480
AAJ1098 looks to represent close to an average result.
v74
¢+ K8762
& 5
Board 17 a— Where Standard American with forcing notrump is in use, West
North Deals vAQb642 will choose to raise East’s 14 opener by going through a forcing
None Vul ¢ 10952 notrump. Whatever route is selected, though, East will surely
&~7542 either blast 44 or try for game by showing the black-suit shape,
s 1094 aAKJ32 and leaving it up to West as to whether to put up or shut up.
vK10985 N v7 Against 44 (quite possibly doubled) South may well lead a low
+QJ6 W E s K4 spade. Declarer has four top losers and the & J to negotiate; but if
%86 S *KQ1093 they lead out clubs from the top, that problem goes away. A few
AQ8765 Easts may even get doubled prematurely in 3&, | suppose.
vJ3
¢+ A873
& AJ
Board 18 AaA974 Two boards in a row with 5-0 trumps! When South opens 19, |
East Deals vJ53 hope few Norths will treat their hand as a limit raise and drive to
N-S Vul +QJ2 3¥. Instead, North should produce a simple constructive raise to
*Q72 29, probably ending the bidding. After the lead of 9, declarer
a K52 aJ1063 is likely to win in dummy to advance a low heart ... oops! 29 is
vAQ1042 N v — certainly going down at least one trick now, and may do even
+94 WS . 87653 worse. In fact, unless South can open a weak notrump, or North
s A85 S &« K963 can make a semi-forcing INT response to 1¥ and play there, almost
A Q8 every N/S pair rate to end up in a failing spot.
vK9876
¢+ AK10
«J104
Board 19 aT73 The South hand might represent an aggressive 3¢ opener for
South Deals vAQ9643 some here. If so North can either raise clubs or bid a tactical 39,
E-W Vul s K4 deliberately overstating his values. Either way, East figures to bid
& J32 spades, and West will certainly raise to game if necessary. North
aAB A KQJ1054 may save in 5S¢ now, down 500 or 800. If South passes initially,
vJ87 N v K10 E/W are more likely to declare 44 or 54 - making 11 tricks in
+AQ753 W E +J986 either strain. A few N/S pairs may commit grand larceny and buy
» 1064 S & A the hand cheaply, or they could push E/W to a failing slam. Still,
2982 +650 for E/W looks normal enough.
v52
¢+ 102

*+KQ9875



Board 20 AaAJ1092 When West opens a strong notrump, some Norths will gamble
West Deals v97543 whatever bid they use to show the majors; most would consider
Both Vul ¢ 73 this hand far too weak for that action vulnerable. Whatever North
&4 does, East will blast out 3NT, against which North should surely
AaQ8 aK74 lead a spade intermediate. Declarer must win in hand, but now
vA86 N v KJ10 has no fast entry to dummy. If North has shown the majors, West
v AJ964 WEE Y may even disastrously try a heart to the ¥J at trick two. More
& A103 S % J9865 successful is to lead a diamond to the ¢ Q and ¢ K, then to play on
A653 clubs. However, there are plenty of ways to misguess here.
vQ2
+K1082
*«KQ72
Board 21 A Q5 East may bid 14, but even if they do not, South is unlikely to
North Deals vA96 preempt today. So West can open 14 and E/W ought to reach 44
N-S Vul +107632 painlessly enough. Deep Finesse tells us there are 11 tricks available
&»J54 - but on a low club lead, might declarer fall from grace by playing
A AKJO97 A863 low from dummy, losing one club, two hearts and eventually a
v K5 N v843 trump? Let he who is without sin cast the first stone! If West has
+ Q WS L AK854  shown his two suits, either the ¥ A or a low diamond is a far more
%£Q8632 S s A7 plausible lead from North, after which West will probably make the
1042 overtrick.
vQJ1072
¢+ J9
« K109
Board 22 aJ52 Few will deem the South cards worthy of an opening bid; thus
East Deals vAK765 North will get to bid 1% in fourth seat. Now N/S have to find their
E-W Vul s AJT73 way to their best spot - not at all an easy matter. Against accurate
& J defense, 3NT by South needs both club honors in East while 4 &
aAO8 AaK107 is virtually no play, 54 has at least three top losers, and 4% needs
vJ103 N v982 more than a little luck. All of this means that a red-suit partscore
+ 1096 WE T E will rake in the matchpoints today. Still and all, a combined 26 HCP
£ K983 S «A10742 Means that (according to Milton Work) we are legally obliged to
AQ643 reach game - if not make it.
vQ4
¢+ KQ85
Q65
Board 23 A7652 A strong notrump sequence should see East drive to 3NT - some via
South Deals v432 Stayman, some by driving directly to 3NT without any information
Both Vul + Q96 leakage. North can sensibly lead either major, the four-card suit
*~AQ6 being perhaps more attractive. After the lead of the &7 to dummy’s
aQJ4 A K109 nine, South has several options. They can duck or win, following
vAQ7 N vKJ96 which they can either continue spades, or shift to clubs. After a
+ K1075 W E NP club shift at trick two, declarer will need to find the ¢ Q to make the
* K75 S % J32 overtrick, with little to go on. Close to half a top may rest on their
s AS83 ability to do so.
v 1085
¢432

+« 10984



Board 24 aK9542 When West opens 1 and North overcalls 1#4, East has a choice of

West Deals vAJ4 paths. They can bid diamonds then clubs, or raise clubs via either
None Vul +QJ4 a cuebid or a splinter raise. If South bounces to game, they may
% Q5 be set 500 - or worse. Against 5¢&, North is endplayed at once -
AAB aQ a spade lead makes things simple, a top diamond easier still. In
vK1096 N v83 each scenario West comes to at least 11 tricks if they find the Q.
+ K95 WS L A10876 Afteraninitial trump lead, West needs to draw trumps, eliminate
* K874 S «AJ1092 sp{ades, then play three rounds of diamonds to throw North in.
aJ10873 This seems an anti-percentage line after the overcall.
vQ752
¢ 32
63
Board 25 A 85 Unless South acts in third seat, West will get to open Té&. When
North Deals v96543 East responds 14, West can either introduce his hearts or bid
E-W Vul 0542 2NT, and perhaps be raised to 3NT. 3NT struggles on a heart lead
«AQ9 because of the diamond blockage and entry problems to dummy.
A K1093 aJ64 If West wins the heart and plays a low spade to the 10, the way to
vAK72 N vaQlJ at least eight tricks seems clear enough. But the unfavorable lie
N WS L K10987  of the clubs may still sink them. That said, some will bring home
s KJB?2 S %874 a notrump partscore, while others may be allowed to make their
AAQ72 game on soft defense, or an unlucky opening lead from South.
v 108
+QJ63
%1053
Board 26 A 83 With an eight-card fit and only 23 HCP, there is no great reason
East Deals vKJ4 for E/W to climb to 44 here, unless pushed there by opponents
Both Vul +J96432 preempting in diamonds. Nonetheless, with trumps and clubs
% K3 behaving extremely well, and the heart suit unfriendly for the
AaKQ974 aJ62 defense, it is hard to see N/S collecting more than three tricks
vA103 N vQ762 against spades. In fact if the defenders get hearts going, they rate
+ A5 WEE I to lose their club winner. So there may well be scores of +650,
%1087 S *AQ965 along with the pairs making 10 or 11 tricks in partscore. If N/S stay
AA105 silent, you'd expect West to play 24 ... wouldn’t you?
v985
¢+ KQ87
®J42
Board 27 a52 West has no reason to open anything but INT. In response, East
South Deals vAJ84 may transfer to 2& planning to pass, or stretch to show an
None Vul ¢+ Q107 unbalanced invite via Stayman then 2@, if that is in his armory.
&~ A653 Either way E/W will stop in 24, sometimes by East, sometimes by
a AKB A 109873 West. Game needs 3-2 spades with 4QJ onside, plus diamonds
v 1096 N v K2 and hearts to behave. Today, though, any manic overbidders will
+ K953 W E s AB42 walk away with +420 - so long as they play for their best chance in
£ KQO9 S * 42 spades. | suspect quite a few pairs will disdain the double finesse in
AQJ4 spades and end up with just 140 for their pains.
vQ753
¢+ J8

«J1087



Board 28 s 10 Will there be any Norths foolhardy enough to overcall 2NT over
West Deals vQJ 14 at unfavorable vulnerability? | fear there will. Whatever North
N-S Vul e K7432 does, East can make a simple raise of spades, and West does not
&~KJ8T72 seem to have enough to drive to game (though they may do so if
AaAKQJO92 Aa7654 South competes in a red suit). With eight tricks the limit for E/W
vo7 N vK42 in spades, the question is whether N/S can win the auction, and if
+ J106 WS E so, how well they will do. Assuming the club guess, N/S can take
& AQ S %£Q543 at least nine tricks in hearts, and 10 in diamonds. But might anyone
A 83 find a way home in 49 after soft defense?
vA108653
¢+ A85
%106
Board 29 A A6 The N/S 25-count does not mesh very well, but 3NT by North is
North Deals vKJ962 playable - and with both spades and hearts friendly, there seem
Both Vul Q742 to be routes to nine tricks. In practice, North and South each have
*72 slight extras, but not perhaps enough to go beyond the two level.
aJ4a?2 AaQ73 A spade partscore handles decently - indeed, one can imagine the
vQ4 N v10873 defenders letting 10 tricks through without doing anything absurd.
+ KJ109 W E N (As the cards lie, a club lead is fatal, while a diamond lead is also
£Q1083 S %965 not sufficient - though only if South remembers to cover the ¢J
AaK10985 with the € Q, to prevent an effective trump shift!)
v A5
¢+ 63
&« AKJ4
Board 30 AaAJ1094 Is the East hand a 3% preempt for you? Remember, you are in
East Deals v A the confessional, so your secret is safe with me. I'm too old for
None Vul ¢ A2 that sort of malarkey, but it would be a splendid moment to
&~KJO982 step out. This is because the sky is the limit for N/S here: 6é
AaK876 a53 is a splendid contract - and with the spade finesse working,
vKQO9 . vJ1086532 9rand slam is making in three denominations for N/S. N/S
4973 WES L, 1085 should certainly reach slam if left to their own devices, but the
%£Q53 S o7 task would definitely become far more challenging after a 39
AQ2 preempt is raised to 49 by West.
v74
+KQJ64
«A1064
Board 31 aJ5 Few Souths will have the methods (or gall) to open here, so North
South Deals vK75 will be allowed to open 1¢. Now N/S can get together in hearts,
N-S Vul s AJ762 while E/W may well find their way to at least 2 in a hurry. N/S’s
*»KQ7 perfect fit is hard to diagnose, but it means that 4% is quite
AaQ10642 A AKOS8 playable, and indeed makeable their way. Still, few will get there
vA93 N v 108 if left to their own devices, as opposed to being pushed there by
+ K53 W E + Q984 competition from the opponents. 44 is an apparently cheap save
%63 S % J109 for E/W; however, diamond ruffs allow the defenders to collect 500.
AT73
vQJ642
+ 10

&« A8542



Board 32 aJ4 | can see no good argument for down-valuing the West cards into
West Deals vAB653 a strong notrump. If West opens 1é, then whether North bids 1% or
E-WVul ¢+ K9632 2NT, you'd imagine E/W would find their way to 44 or even perhaps
= 10 to 3NT. 3NT on a diamond lead appears to need spades 2-2 or the
4 KQB N 41087532 A falling (but to come to 10 tricks one must tackle hearts before
N f\?: 9 W E M ng spades - scary!). 44 is considerably easier today, and with far fewer
:_ K95 S ; AG4 undertricks if the cards lie poorly. Since a fair percentage of the field
AAQ may misha.ndle the bidding or play, making 4 & should matchpoint
v 107 satisfactorily here for E/W.
¢+ 1087
«QJ8732
Board 33 aAJ3 This is a splendid pairs deal, because game will surely be bid at every
North Deals vKQJ3 table that plays it, and the whole deal therefore depends on overtricks.
None Vul ¢+ AK2 Whether North upgrades his hand into a 2¢& opener or can show his
*A63 values through a 2NT call, you'd assume 4 & by North after a transfer
4109 pm * K54 sequence will be the popular spot. A result of +450 looks to be
v 107 s YA9654  gntirely normal ... but how about 3NT? That contract looks entirely
; 8??038 . s ; giz straightforward for 11 tricks on any lead but a club. After a club lead,
2 Q8762 however, declarerlshould be held to +430, and what is probably going
v 82 to be an awful pairs score.
+J1074
& K9
Board 34 aKQ542 Given what a preempt at favorable vulnerability often looks like,
East Deals v652 is East supposed to open 4 ¢ today? Color me positive. If East
N-S Vul +6 goes high, West may raise to 54, perhaps more in hope than
* Q832 expectation, whereas they would surely pass a 34 opener. As it
496 N A turns out, the winning initial action for East is to pass, so that his
N Q;O 743 W E M Séio 9532 side can bid to 4¥. But maybe those are the broken eggs one must
;_ AKJ 10 S ; 64 experience in orjder to ma_ke the perfect omelet? 6 ¢ is no worse
AAJ1083 than the heart finesse, while 69 is likely to need a trump break as
vK9 well.
¢ J74
%975
Board 35 aK75 I'd expect the North cards in third seat to look more like a strong
South Deals vA10762 notrump than a 1¥ opener to most of our field. South has enough to
E-W Vul ¢+ J85 at least invite game, while offering a choice of spades and no-trump.
* AK If South chooses the invitational route to 2NT, this looks like a simple
4Q943 N aJ reversion to 3# for North. Nine tricks certainly appears to be the limit
v K5 s vJ943 of the hand, except on an unfortunate heart lead from East. Since 3NT
¢ K32 s ¢ ATE on a club lead looks nearly hopeless, bringing home a spade partscore
#8543 *#Q10976 should be a respectable result for N/S, | presume.
AaA10862
vQ8
+ Q1094
& J2
Board 36 AaJ93 Almost all roads lead to a mundane contract of 44 today - while no
West Deals v532 one will miss game, you can imagine a few pairs climbing to the five
Both Vul ¢+ K1082 level in an abortive search for slam. It is very hard to see a sensible
*J75 route to reach 3NT here, don’t you think? If East plays 4 on a heart
aA852 N 4 KQ10764 |ead, the best line is to draw trumps while unblocking hearts, then
vK9s8 w il AQ cash the master heart to pitch a diamond. Next declarer leads a
+Q94 s ¢J5 diamond to the #J. If the €10 were in South, North’s defense to hold
*A94 * K102 East to 11 tricks (by flying with the K on the first round) would be
: J_10 764 truly hard to find.
¢A763

%« Q863



